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APPENDIX A. 
GLOSSARY OF HAWAIIAN WORDS AND NAMES 

De Freycinet's Present 
Spelling Spelling Definition 

alIa 

akoua 

alani 

aohou 

aonouhi 

aouapoui 

ao~-rak 

aou-rima 

araI 

ar6na, also 
or6na· 

arii 

aroha 

Atouai(l) , 
also Atooi 

'aiZa koZ"i 

akua 

'aZani 

'auhuhu 

Oil of the castor-bean 
(Ricinus c0171TlUnis), an 
introduced plant. 

God, goddess, spirit. 

Orange (Citrus sinensis), 
an introduced plant. 

Plant (Tephrosia purpuPea) 
used to stun fish. 

enenue., nenue (?) Fish (Kyphosus fU8CUS). 

'awapuhi Wild ginger rZingiber 
zerwribet). 

'aunaki 

'auZima 

'alae 

'l>'lena 

ali'i 

aloha 

Kaua'i 

Fire plow used to produce 
fire by friction. 

Stick held in hand and 
rubbed in fire plow to 
produce fire. 

Endemic Hawaiian mudhen 
(GaZZinuZa chZoropus 
sandvicensis) • 

Tumeric (CUrcuma longa); 
root used as spice and dye 
in foods, medicinally, and 
to color barkcloth. 

Member of the chief class, 
male and female. 

Love, affection, greeting, 
farewell. 

One of the main islands 
in the Hawaiian group; 
see Fig. 1. 

De Freycinet's Present 
Spelling Spelling 

ava or otao ' CllVa 

avouki-v6ki (unknown) 

Boki Boki 

bouha pua'a 

bouh6n6h6n6 puhenehene 

6i6 i'e kuku 

6r~-p6io 'e'lepaio 

ha-a '21., 'a'a 

haou hau 

h~iao or h~iaou heiau 

H~vaheva 

horoua, 
also horua 

Hewahewa 

hl>Zua 

Definition 

Kava (Piper methysticum); 
root used to make a 
narcotic drink. 

See Note 61. 

See Notes 44, 46, and 
Appendixes B-2, B-9. 

Pig, hog, introduced by 
Polynesians. 

Game in which one player 
hid a stone or piece of 
wood called no'a, and 
others tried to guess 
where (Buck 1957: 367). 

Tapa beater, or wooden 
mallet used to beat bark­
cloth. 

Endemic Hawaiian species 
of flycatcher bird 
(Chasiempis sandWichensis) 
with subspecies on three 
main islands. 

Booby birds, general 
name. 

Tree (Hibiscus tiZiaceus). 

Temple for religious 
ceremonies. 

High priest of Kamehameha 
Ii see Note 63. 

Game played with a sled 
on a grassy slope (Buck 
1957: 379-384). 
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De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

ibouaor~ 

i~-ara 

ilio 

ilolahi 

iol~ 

Kaahoumanou 

kah~ 

kahiris 

Kamahamarou or 
Tamahamarou 

Kaouik~aouli 

kaoukama 

Karakakoua 

Kayakakoua, 
also KaXroua, 
Talroua 

K~av~ 

Present 
Spelling 

ipu-haole 

'ie'ie 

wahie-'ala 

'i-lio 

'ili-ahi 

'iole 

Ka'ahumanu 

kao 

kahili 

Kamehamalu 

Kauikeaouli 

ka'ukama 

Kealakekua 

Kaiakeakua 

Keawe 

Definition 

Lit., foreign gourd, water­
melon (Citrullus vulgaris). 
Vine, the aerial roots of 
which were used for basket 
work (Freycinetia arboreal. 

Sandalwood (Santalum 8pp.)~ 
lit., fragrant firewood. 

Dog, introduced by Poly­
nesians. 

Sandalwood (Santalum spp.). 

Rat or mouse, general name. 

Principal wife of Kameha­
meha I; see Note 12. 

Goat, an introduced animal. 

Feather standard, associated 
with members of the chiefs' 
class; see Note 9. 

One of the \'lives of Kameha­
meha II; see Figs. 2a & 
l6b, and Note 28. She was 
also known as Kamamalu. 

Kamehameha III: see Note 36 
and Fig. 27. 

Cucumber, an introduced 
plant. 

Bay in South Kona where 
Capt. James Cook landed. 

Ancient name for Kailua Bay; 
presently, a small beach in 
Kailua Bay; see Note 7. 

Chief who lived in the last 
half of the 17th century; 
see Note 79. 

De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

Keih6-Koukoui 
also KtH~­
Koukoui 

K~kahou-rouohi 

K~kaou-onohi 

K6kou-Aroha 

Kekouakalani 

K6ohoua 

Kia!moukou 

Kinaou 

Kiraou~a 

koa 

Koha!haX 

koko-loa 

Present 
Spelling 

Naihe Kukui 

Kekauluohi 

Kekau'onohi 

Kekualoha (?) 

Kekuaokalani 

KeOua 

Ke'eaumoku 

Klna'u 

Kllauea 

koa 

Kawaihae 

ma'aloa 

Definition 

Chief who served as pilot; 
see Note 16, and Fig. 4c. 

A young wife of Kamehameha 
I; see Note 34. 

One of the wives of 
Liholiho; see Note 33. 

An image unknown today, 
perhaps a form of Ka'ili, 
or Kuka'ilimoku; see 
Note 64. 

Chief who rebelled against 
the breaking of the eating 
taboo; see Note 25. 

Wife of Kuakini; see Note 
11 and Fig. 2b. 

Governor of Maui and 
brother of Kuakini; see 
Note 17 and Figs. 6b & 21. 

Daughter of Kamehameha I; 
see Note 32. 

Active volcano on eastern 
flank of Mauna Loa, Island 
of Hawai'i.. 

Native Hawaiian tree 
(Acacia koa) used for 
making canoe hulls, surf­
boards, and calabashes 
that were not intended to 
hold food. 

Land section and village 
in South Kohala; sec Figs. 
10, 22, & 24. 

Shrub (Neraudia melasto­
mae/oZia) having strong 
bark. 
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De Freycinet's 

Spelling 

konan6 

kor6a-ouriri 

Kouakini or 
Karroua 

koukoui 

koulina 

Krarmokou 

lagouara 

lima, 
also rima 

lio 

mahona 

mara 

ma!ri 

ma!ta 

Present 
Spelling 

konane 

koZea 'uZiZi 

Kuakini 

kukui 

kilZina 

Kalanimoku 

Zau haZa 

'iZima 

Zio 

ma'ona 

mai'a 

maiZe 

maika or 
'UZU maika 

Definition 

Game played with black 
and white pebbles on a 
board (Buck 1957: 369-
372). 

Wandering tattler 
(Heteposcelus incanus). 
Ae'o is the Hawaiian 
stilt (Himantopus 
himantopus). 

Governor of Hawai'i 
Island, also known as 
Kalua-i-konahale; see 
Note 8 and Fig. 18. 

Candlenut tree (AZeurites 
moZuccana) , the nut 
kernels were burned for 
light. 

Corn, an introduced 
plant. 

Prime minister of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom; see 
Note 13, and Fig. 4a. 

Pandanus leaf; used for 
mats, baskets, etc. 

Native shrub (Sida fallax) 
with yellow flowers used 
for lei. 

Horse, an introduced 
animal. 

Satisfied after eating. 

Bananas, general name. 

Native shrub (AZyxia 
oZivaefopmis) with fragrant 
leaves used for lei. 

Game played by pitching 
gamestones of the same 
name (Buck 1957: 373-
374) . 

z!t U::Z ~c...., .. -

De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

matta! 

makaou 

mamaki 

mano 

maro 

M~nini or 
Marini 

Miri 

moa 

moa-loa 

morai 

Morokine 

Meroto! 

mouano 

Present 
Spelling 

maika'i 

(not known) 

Iliimaki 

-mana 

maZo 

Marin 

Milu 

moa 

(unknown) 

maPae 

Molokini 

Moloka'i 

moano (7) 

Definition 

Good, excellent. 

Perhaps a grape introduced 
from Macao (~kao). 
Grapes were introduced 
and called huawaina, lit. 
wine fruit. 

Small native tree 
(~pturus sp.); the inner 
bark was used for making 
tapa~ or kapa. 

Shark, general name. 

Loincloth used by males. 

Don Francisco de Paula 
Marin, called by Hawaiians 
Manini; see Note 43. 

Chief who after death 
became ruler of the under­
world, and his name be­
came synonymous with the 
world of the dead. 

Chicken; originally a wild 
chicken (GaZlus galZus 
gallus), introduced by 
the Polynesians. 

Sandalwood; generally 'ili­
ahi (Santalum ellipticum). 
Polynesian term for 
temple; in Hawai'i a 
temple is called heiau. 

Islet in the Hawaiian 
group; see Fig. 1. 

One of the large islands 
of the Hawaiian group; 
see Fig. 1. 

Goatfish (Parupeneus sp.); 
mullet (MUgil cephalus) 
are known as 'ama' ama or 
'anae. 
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De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

Mowi 

Mowna-Kaah 

Mowna-Roa 

Mowna-Worrorai 

Nahi~na~na 

nio-i 

niou 

noui 

nouni 

o~ 

o~a 

o~ia 

ohia 

oho 

Present 
Spelling 

Maui 

Mauna Kea 

Mauna Loa 

Mauna 
Hualalai 

Nahi'ena'ena 

.. . n'Z-o'Z-

niu 

ko 

noni 

(unknown) 

'ohih- Zehua 

'ohi'a-ma­
kanaheZe 

'ohi'a-'ai 

Definition 

One of the large islands 
of the Hawaiian group; see 
Fig. 1. 

Highest mountain in the 
Hawaiian Islands (13,796 
feet). 

Active volcano and second 
highest mountain on 
Hawai'i (13,677 feet). 

Large volcano, Kailua, 
Hawai'i. 

Sister of Kamehameha II 
and III; see Note 38 and 
Fig. 28. 

Red pepper (Capsiaum sp.)j 
an introduced plant. 

Coconut (Cocos nucifera); 
introduced by Polynesians. 

Sugarcane (Saccharum 
officinarum); introduced 
by Polynesians. 

Small tree (Mbrinda citri­
foZia) from which Hawaiians 
obtained medicine and dye. 

See Note 60. 

Native Hawaiian tree 
(Metrosideros coZZina subsp. 
poZymorpha) • 

Currant tomato (Lycopersi­
con pimpineZZifoZium); 
similar to common tomato 
but smaller. 

Mountain apple tree 
(Eugenia maZaccensis). 

Digging stick used for 
cultivation. 

De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

olona 

Onihow 

Onorourou 

onou 

o-ou 

Orihoua 

otao 

ouai-noui 

ouala 

oua-outi 

ouhi 

our~ 

ourou 

Owhyhi 

Present 
Spelling 

olona 

Ni'ihau 

Honolulu 

honu 

Lehua 

'awa (?) 

k1,-paoa 

'uala 

wauke 

'uhi 

ula 

'ulu 

Hawai'i 

Definition 

Native Hawaiian shrub 
(Touchardia latifoliaJ, 
the bark of which was 
used for cordage. 

Island near Kaua'i in the 
Hawaiian group; see Fig. L 

Harbor and village on 
O'ahu; see Fig. 12. 

Turtle, general name. 

Finch-like Hawaiian honey 
creeper (Psittirostra 
psittacea), endemic to the 
main Hawaiian Islands. 

One of the small islands 
in the Hawaiian group; 
see Fig. 1. 

Kava drink and plant 
(Piper methysticum) 
having a narcotic 
effect. 

Basil (Ocimum basiZiaum), 
also kl,-'a 'ala, 
see Note 62. 

Sweet potato (Ipomoea 
batatas) • 

Paper mulberry (Brous­
sonetia papyrifera); 
inner bark was used for 
making tapa. 

Yam (Dioscorea aZata). 

Hawaiian crayfish 
(Panulirus japonicus). 

Breadfruit tree 
(Artocarpus incisus) and 
its fruit; introduced by 
Polynesians. 

The largest-island in the 
Hawaiian group; see 
Fig. 1. 
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De Freycinet's 

Spelling 

pah~ 

pahoa 

paou 

Paou-ahi 

piri 

piro 

poa 

pol! 

poul!ou 

Poui 

pouhonoua 

Raheina 

Present 
Spelling 

pahe'e 

pahoa 

pa'u 

Pauahi 

piZi 

piZo 

ipu 

poi 

pueo 

Pueo (?) 

pu'uhonua 

Lahaina 

Definition· 

Spear or dart of wood 
used in game of the same 
name. Buck 1957: 374. 

Short wooden dagger or 
sharp stone used as a 
weapon. 

Women's wrap-around skirt. 

One of the wives of Liho-
. liho and mother of Ruth 

Ke'elikolani; see Note 35. 

Grass (Hetropogon aontor­
tus) used for thatching 
houses. 

Endemic Hawaiian·shrub 
(Capparis sandzuiahiana) 
used medicinally. 

Gourd (LagenaPia siaeraria) 
or watermelon (CitruZZus 
vulgaris); also general 
name for container, as bowl, 
dish, etc. 

Edible paste usually made 
with cooked taro, or some­
times breadfruit. 

Endemic Hawaiian short­
eared owl (Asio [tammeus 
santi.tJiahensis). 

Perhaps a chief in Ka'u 
District, Hawai'i; see 
Note 5 and Fig. 6a. 

A place of refuge, usually 
associated with a temple or 
mausoleum. 

District and village on 
West Maui; see Fig. 11. 

De Freycinet's 
Spelling 

Renal 

Rikl!riki 

Riorio (also 
Uriorio and 
Oriorio) 

Rono 

Rono-kl!-maka­
ihi 

tabou 

Tahoura 

Tahourowe 

Talri 

Tamahamarou or 
Kamahamarou 

Taml!haml!ha 

tapa 

Present 
Spelling 

Lana'i 

Likelike 

Liholiho 

Lono 

Lono-i-ka­
makahiki 

kapu 

Ka'ula 

Kaho'olawe 

Kamehamalu or 
Kamamalu 

Kamehameha 

kapa 

Definition 

An island in the Hawaiian 
group; see Fig. 1. 

Wife of Kalanimoku, 
governor of Mauij see 
Note 27 and Fig. 2a. 

Kamehameha II, son of 
Kamehameha I; see Note 6 
and Fig. 16a. 

God of clouds, winds, 
the sea, agriculture, 
and fertility. 

God of the annual fall 
harvest festival called 
makahiki. 

Taboo, prohibition, 
forbidden. 

Rocky islet near Ni'ihau 
in the Hawaiian group; 
see Fig. 1. 

Small island in the 
Hawaiian group; see 
Fig. 1. 

God of war, also known 
as Kuka'ilimoku; see 
Note 64. 

One of the wives of 
Llholihoj see Note 6 and 
Figs. 2c, & 16b. 

King Kamehameha I, 
conqueror of the Hawaiian 
Islands, except Kaua'i 
and Ni'ihau; see Note 24 
and Fig. 26. 

Barkcloth, usually made 
from'the inner bark of 
wauke (Broussonetia 
papyrifepa) • 
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De Freycinet's Present 
S~etljng Spelling 

taro kalo 

ti 

to 

Toat-hat or 
KoaI-har 

toou 

toroa 

touao 

viri-viri 

Wahou 

kl, 

kou-haole 

Kawaihae 

kou 

koZoa 

(unknown) 

wili-wiZi 

O'ahu 

Definition 

Taro (Colocasia esculentaJ 
cultivated for its starchy 
root, green leaves, and 
stems for food; poi is 
made from the root. 

A woody plant (CoPdyline 
te~nalisJ; leaves were 
used for thatch and food 
wrapping, and the root as 
a famine food; in modern 
times a brandy is made 
from the root. 

Introduced tree (Co~ia 
sebestenaJ; flowers were 
used in making lei. 

Land division, village, 
and important anchorage 
in South Kohalaj site of 
Liholiho's residence at 
Mailekinij see Figs. 8, 
10, 22, & 24. 

A tree (Cordia subcordata) , 
the wood of which was used 
to make food bowls and the 
flowers used for lei. 

Native Hawaiian duck 
(Anas lJyvi l l iana 
lJyvi l Z ianaJ • 

Native Hawaiian tree 
(Erythrina sandlJicensisJ; 
its light wood was used 
for surfboards and parts 
of canoes. 

One of the large islands 
in the Hawaiian group; 
see Fig. 1. 

~ 

De Freycinet's Present 
Spelling Spelling 

Wartia Waiakea 

WaItiti Waikiki 

Wbyrnea Waimea 

Definition 

A land section, village, 
and river near Hilo, 
Hawai'i. 

A land section and 
village on O'ahu. 

A land section and 
village on Kaua'i, Q'ahu, 
and Hawai'i. 
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APPENDIX B 

Genealogies of Some Pror.:i nent Hawaiian Families 

1 
~ 

JUNIOR LINE SENIOR LINE 

• • • A_ 
KE-KU'I-APO-IWA KE-O-UA KA-LOLA KA-LANI-'OPU'U 

KA-LANI-KUPU-A-
PA-l-KA-LANI ,.. 

'. to" '. : '(': ", ,-

~:: ... -. . 
KE-KU'I-APO-IWA KiwALA-'O 

LI LIHA 

". 

• A • 
KA-HEIHEI:1HALIE KA-HEHAHEHA I if KE-OPU-O-LANI 

(KALAKUA) 

I I I 

j ••• 

•• ••• KA-HO' ANO-KU KA-HEHA-HALU LI HOLI HO KAU-I-KE-AOULI NAH 1- 'ENA' ENA 
KiNA'U (KAHAHAlU) (KA-MEHAHEHA II) (KA-HEHAHEHA III) (HARRIET) 

*Kamehameha I skipped a generation and married his half-sister's daughter (his niece). 
Keopuolani. Their offspring were members of the Senior Line through their mother. 

2 

• • • • • KE-KU'I-APO-IWA-NUI KE-KAU-LIKE HA'ALO'U KEAWE-POEPOE KU-HA'AI-KU 

1 1 _. . 
NA-HAHANA KE'E-AU-HOKU 

A • A. A 
KA-HEHAHEHA- KA-LOLA KA-HEKI LI KA-HAKA- KE-KUA-HANOHA 

NUl 'AHU-HANU HUKI-LANI PAPA 'I-AHIAH I 

A • A • A • A • KA-LANI-HOKU KA-HAKU-HA'AKOI BOKI 
(WAHINE-PIO) KA-HA'ULE'ULE 

KA-'AHU-HANU KA-HEKI LI 
KE'E-AU-HOKU 

KA-HEIMEI- KUAKINI KE-KUA-I-PI'IA 
HAllE 

(KALAKUA) 
(LILIA NA-HAHANA) 

.~ 
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3 

I KAt LA IKA-LANt,OP"'" KANE-!POL;7=I-~-HE~=EH=A=I =:==K=A=-H=EI!I-MALIE 
I I (KALAKUA) 
L ___ , ___ ..J 

I 

A A.~. A _if • KiwALA-'O KE-O-UA LUAHINE KA-'O-LEI-O-KU KE-O-UA-WAHINE 
KUAHU'- I ULA 

A====. A====.====_A=_===. 
PA-KI KONIA LUANU'U', KA-LANI-PAU-AHI KE-KU-ANAO'A KA-HO'ANO-KU 

KAHALA-I'A KiNA'U , I 
L __ -T-__ ...J 

I • • 

I • KA-HEHA-HALU 
KAHAMALU 

• BERNICE KE-'ELI-KO-LANI* LOT ALEXANDER VICTORIA 
PAU-AHI RUTH KA-PUA-'IWA LIHOLIHO KAHAHALU 

(KA-MEHAMEHA V) (KA-MEHAMEHA IV) 

*Ka'oleioku and Ruth Ke'elikolani are sometimes said to have two fathers; they are 
called po'o-lua. a child sired by other than the husband but accepted by both husband 
and sire. thus increasing the number of relatives of the child \oJho give their loyalty 
as kinsmen (Pukui and Elbert 1975:315). 

4 
A=====. 

KA-HEHAHEHA I ~_O-LANI 
A=*====. 

NAIHE KUKUI I'AHU'ULA 
(CAPT. JACK) 

A=====. 
KAU-IKE-AOULI KALAMA KA-PAKU-HAILI 

(KA-MEHAMEHA III) 

*Naihe Kukui's daughter. Kalama. became Queen Kalama. the wife of Kamehameha III. 
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5 
SENIOR LINE JUNIOR LINE 

f I 
A • • • A 

KA-LANI-NUI-'I-A-HAHAO KA-HAKA'I-HOKU KE'E-AU-HOKU NUl KE-KELA-O-KA-LANI HA'AE 
(KA'U) 

• • • KA-LOLA KA-LANI-'OPU'U I KANE-~POLEI 
(OA'O) ~ 

A • 
KE-O-UA KE-KU'I-APO-IWA 

KA-LANI-KUPULA-PA-l-KA-LANI 

-

A A • • • KIWALA-'0 
(KA'U) 

KE-O-UA KUAHU-'ULA 
(KA'U) 

KA-'O-LEI-O-KU KA-HEHAHEHA KE-LI'I-MAIKA'1 
(KOHALA) 

6 
• A • 

KE-KU'I-APO-IWA KE-O-UA ~NONO 
KA-LANI-KUPU-A-

PA-l-KA-LANI 

A • A • 
KA-HEHAMEHA KA-LIKO-LANI , KELI'I-HAIKA'1 

(KA-LANI-MALOKULOKU-I 
-KA-PO'O-O-KA-LANI) 

KI'I-LAWE-AU 

A • • • JOHN YOUNG KA-'OANA-'EHA KA-'OWA MANONO 
(MARY IWAHO'O) ItE-KUA-O-KA-LAN I 

7 
• A • 

NA-MOKU-ELUA JOHN YOUNG KA-'OANA-'EHA 
(MARY KUAHO I 0) 

• JAMES YOUNG 
KANE-HOA 

• A • A 
GEORGE NA-EA GRACE IT.C.B. ROOKE FANNY 

(KEKELA) (KA-HA' I-KU' I), 

I r----------...J 
I (adopted) 

• • KA-MEHAHEHA IV EMMA 
(ALEXANDER LIHOLIHO) (KA-LELE-O-NA-LANI) 

A • • 
JOHN JANE JOSHUA 

(KEONI ANA) LAHILAHI KAEO 

• ALBERT 
KU-NUI-AKEA 

A 
PETER 

HAN UNA 

-129-

i 
,) 



i 
l 

-130-

8 

.=====.===?===. KA-HAKA-E-HEI-KULI KE-O-UA KE-KU'I-APO-IWA 

• * 
KA-WELO 

KA-LAN I-KUPU-
A-PA-l-KA-LAN I 

• *~ • ~. ~.===. ~ KA-LANI-HAHAHU . KA-HEIHEI-HALIE KA-HEHAHEHA 1 PELE-ULI KA-WELO 
(KALAKUA) KEKELA 

.=;:::===. . • . ===::==. ==. ~ .. 
KA-NA'INA KE-i<A-uLU-OH I LIHOLIHO KA-HO' ANO-KU KA-HO' ANO- KA-HAKU- KA-LAN I-MAHAHU 

• w.e. LUNALI LO 

KiNA'ut KU HA'AKOI 
KiNA'U

t 
(WAHINEPIO) 

• • • KELI'I-AHO-NUI KE-KAU-'ONOHI LUANU'U 
KAHALA-I'A 

*The name Kawelo appears twice. but represents the same person. 
**The name Kalanimamahu appears on this chart in two places: as the husband of Kahei­

heimalie and father of Kekauluohi, and as the husband of Kahakuha'akoi and father of 
Kahalai'a. They are the same person. 

tAl though these names are the same. they are two different people; one;s male and the 
other female. although both are children of Kamehameha. by different wives. 

9 
• ====:===. ====:===. 

HA'ALO'U KE-KAU-LIKE KE-KU'I-APO-IWA-NUI ~-!'rt.O=E=PO=E=~==K=U=-H~I_KO 

.====. . • . 
KA-H'KllI I KAU-WAHIN' I KA-H"'-IKE-Ll'I-O- KE'E-AU-HOKU 

-• ==. • ====;;::::==. 
NAHAHANA KE'E-AU-HOKU KE-KUA- KA-HAKA-

PAPA'I-AHIAHI* MANOHA HUKI-LANI 

KA-'AHU-MANU KA-HEKILI KA-HEIHEI- KUAKINI 
KE'E-AU-HOKU HALIE** 

(KALAKUA) 

KE-KUA-I­
PI'IA 

• KA-LAN 1-
HOKU 

IA-MOKU KA-HEKILI PAPA'I-AHIAHI:" 

• I. • .'d, KA-LlLI- ULU-MAHEIHEI KA-HEII-IEI-HALiE .... 
KAUOHA HOAP III (KALAKUA) 

• • (HOAPILI-WAHINE) 

BOKI KU I N I LI LI HA 

*Ke'eaurnoku Papa'iahiahi appears on this chart twice, but is the same person. 
**Kaheiheimalie appears twice. but is the same person; she became Mrs. Hoapili in later life. 
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I';LAND ISSUES 

The Akaka Bi 
Story by Ilima Loomis I Illustration by Mike Austin 

For a decade, the U.S. Senate's only Native Hawaiian 
has sought federal recognition for his people. Would passage 

of the bill with the palindromic name be a step forward 
or backward for Hawaiians? 

For more than a century, Native 

Hawaiians have been American citi­
zens, a tiny minority in the vast 

demographic landscape of the United 
Slates. It wasn 't always so. 

Just a few generations ago. it was 
white Ame ricans w ho were vi siting 

aliens in H a w:! i'i, an independent 

kingdom that had diplom atic rela ­

tions with Eng land . Fra nce, the U.S. 

and othe r nations: a nd which se t its 

own b ws. imposed its own taxes, 

a nd protected its own citize ll s. 

60 \IV'INW, mauimagazine.net 

That a ll cha nged o ne Ja nuary 

niglll in 1893, when a milit ia led by 
American busincsS t11 Cn in H onolulu , 

and backed by ;1 U.S. wa rship , took 

control of the f-b wai ian gove rnment 

at gunpoint. The nati ve people of dle 

islands ha ve been subjec ts of the 

U nited S t:l tcs eve r since. 

The U .S. governmcnt long ago 
recogni zed the semi -a u lO nom ou s 

status of o ther native peoples within 

its borders. fro m A me ri can Indian 

tribes that gove rn th em sel ves on 

rese rvat ions. to Alaska N ati ves who 

es tabli shed corpora tio ns to se ttl e 

la nd .l nd m Onet.lr )' cbims. It neve r 

gave the S'lm e recognition to H awai ­

ians. The o the r groups were recog­
nized as indigeno us peoples . :lnd 

g iven spcc ial leg:11 status. H awaiians 

we re just a no ther cth nic minori ty. 

That ran kkcl U.S. Sen. Da niel 

Akab . T he onl y Na ti ve H a waiian 

membe r of Cong ress . Aka ka said 

H awaii a n s' di sparity w ith othe r 

nati ve Ame ri cans inspired him to 



w ri te the Native H awaiian Governmem 

Reorganization Ac t, which would gi ve 

fed eral recogni tion to Hawaii:lIl s as an 

indigenous group. 
" Ir's a Illatter o r parity with the relation­

ship other indigenous people have had 

with the United Stales," he said in an 

inte rview. 
W ith a Democrati c majority in Con­

g ress, and the support of a new Democrat­

ic president- who happens to have been 

born in H awai' i- Ak:!ka think s h is bi ll 

fina lly has a good chance of becoming law, 

:I decade alter it \Vas fi rst introd uced. 

But the bill still laces opposit ion lrom 

both sid es of the political spectrum . 

Akaka acknowledges th:lt he still must 

overcome the opposition o f Illany Con­

gression:d Republicans, who fee l the bill is 

di sc riminatory and race-based , because it 

would SCI" up special rights for H awaiians. 

O thers on the rig ht fear the bill could lead 
ro Haw:1i 'i's secess ion . 

At d1 e same time, Na tive H aw:l ii:ln 

sove re ig nty ad vocates ha ve fought the 

Akaka Bill , say ing it' undermines the ir 

strugg le for t rue and fina l independence 

from the United States. 

"\Vhat's ironic," says O ffi ce of H ;lwaiian 

Affairs Trustee Boyd Mossn1:ln , "is that 

these guys, on lhe left on one side, and on 

the right on the othe r side , go to Cong ress 

shoulder to should er and fig ht the Akaka 

Bill , with totally oppos ite reasoning." 

[ Legal Umbrella ] 

The Akaka Bi ll wouldn 't establi sh a 

Hawaiian government , bur it would stan 

the process for Hawaiians to do so, says 

Professor Jon V:1n Dyke of the University 

of Hawai'i's Richardson School of Law. 

"It's a n umbrella , a fa cil itati ve bill ," he 

says. " It prov ides a fram ework for native 

peo ple to decide how they W:lnt to crea te a 

N :Hive Hawaiian nation." 

Each Indian tribe on the main land is set 

tip di ffe rentl y :Ind h:1 s a uniquc relation­

ship wit h the fed eral government. It 
would be tip to Ha waiians to decide what 
form their gove rnment would take, and 

hu w m :lIl )' programs :lIld responsibilities it 
would :l ssume, he adds. 

"Som c g roups govern expansive ly: 

• 1778 
Captain James Cook 

arrives in Hawai'i. 

• 1887 
Under duress, King Kalakaua 

signs the Bayonet Constitution, 
drastically reducing his power 

and the voice of Native 
Hawaiians in government. 

• 1889 
Robert Wilcox, a young 
part-Hawaiian. leads an 

unsuccessful insurrection 
against the Bayonet Constitution. 

• 1891 
Kalakaua dies. His sister and 

successor, Queen Uli'uokalani , 
reluctantly swears to uphold 

the Bayonet Constitution. 

• 1892 
A group of American 

businessmen. among them 
Lorrin Thurston. forms an 

Annexation Club with the goal 
of overthrowing the queen. 

• 1893 
Urged by her subjects, 

Uli'uokalani writes a new 
constitution that will restore 

her to power. Backed by u.s. 
troops , the annexationists 

overthrow the monarchy, create 
a proviSional government and 
declare martial law. Thurston 

sails to Washington to propose 
a treaty of annexation. 

• 
President Grover Cleveland, 
who supports Uli'uokalani's 
cause, turns the matter over 
to Congress- which neither 
restores the monarchy nor 
moves to annex Hawai·i. 

• 
On January 17, under protest , 
Uli'uokalani yields her throne 

"to avoid any collision of armed 
forces and perhaps loss 

of life .. . . " Her Royal Guards 
surrender their arms. 

• 1894 
On July 4-America's 

Independence Day-Sanford 
Dole declares himself president 

of the nascent Republic 
of Hawaii 

schools, welfare, roads. zoning, couns. law 
enforcement , taxes-lik e a count y," Van 

Dyke says. "Ol'he rs, usually smaller nat ive 

groups. coordinate with local officials to 

t:1ke on some :l ssignmcnts and forego oth­

e rs. Some nati ve groups actually become 

municipa l ities." 

Under the Ak aka Bill, H awaiians 

would be limited in the kind of govern­

ment they could form , adds ivtossman. a 

retired Second C ircuil judge who is him ­

self' a Native Hawaiian. The org:1ni z ing 

process would have to be ;:tpproved by the 

f'cde ral Department of the Inte rior, and 

the future gove rnment would be subjec t to 

federal , state and county laws. 

That means Hawaiians couldn't secede 

from the United Sutes o r es tabli sh a 

monarchy. for cxample. And Sen. Akaka 

has amended his bill to specirica ll y ban 

lega lized gambling- rcmoving a point of 

contenrion for Gov. Linda Lingle and 

gambling opponents in H:l'v:li'i, o ne of 

only twO states in the na tion thal prohibit 

g:lInbling . 

But in opening the door for a Hawai ian 

gove rnmcnt, thc Abka Bill could provide 

some protection from legal cha llenges for 

programs aimed at helping Na tive Hawai­

ia ns. Under existing U.S.law. sllch programs 

could be struck down as "race-based ," Moss­

man says. ·' \ ·Ve can't defend oursel ves \Virh ~ 

Out that legal basis. the recognition by 

Cong ress of Hawaiians as an indigenous 

people :lI1d as :l governing entity." 

[ A Matter of Birthright ] 

But somc Hawaiians bristle :I t the offe r to 

organi ze on [he fed eral governmenl's terms. 

H enry N o:!. head o f the Rein stated 

H awaiian Govcrnment. sees the Akak.l 

Bill as a "cynica l" comprom ise of Na tive 

1-i:lw:1iian claims on bncl and sovereignty 

in exch:lI1ge for m eager prmccrions fro m :1 

power that rook I-la wai'i by force 100 
years :Igo. 

The l-I awaii :1n kingdom never ag reed to 

g ive up its lands and :lU rhority to the U nit~ 

cd States, bu t th e Akak:t Bill woul d 

requ ire Hawaiians [Q yield [Q the federa l 

governmenr once and for all , N o:'! says. 

"It c1 e<lrly sta les the Hawai ian govern ­
ing emity will still be subjec t to U.S. laws, 
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Living under 
a government 

based on Western 
structures and 

values has been 
a century-long 
culture shock 

for Hawaiians. 

Sl:ltc la ws, coun ty laws," he S3 }'S. urI/I}' 
g ues t ion is. an.: n'{ we a lready subjug:n cd 
to that?" 

No:! :l nd o the r supporte rs o f H :lw;liian 

independence point to the "Apology Reso­

lution" passed by Congress in 1993, which 

:lcknuwl cdgc.:d that the Unitcd Stal es ' 
overthrow of I-b wai' j's sovereign govern­
ment a century ea rlier was illegal. O ne 

hundred yea rs l:l ler, sovereig nty advocates 

refuse to ack now ledge the ;wthority of 

whal lhcy sec as a " fo re ign govcrnmcnt." 

Many in the sovereig nt y m ovement hold 

out hope lhal the United N at ions will ulti ­

m:ncl y vind icate them :lnd res tore the orig­

in:1 1 l-I aw:lii:lIl governme nt , Mossman says. 

·'Thc.:y sa y they a rc sti ll a n indc pe ndc IH 

n:n ion: they were never part of A meric:l ." 

F rom Lila l pe rspec ti ve, :lccepting a com ­

promise with the Akaka Bi ll wou ld mean 

givi ng up that drea m foreve r. 

"\ ,yhat Isove reig nlY advoca tt:s ] wa nt is 

eve rything." says ~/f ossman. "They don '[ 

wa nl a tin y piece of the pic , wi thin :I n 

Ame rican umbrella. They want eve ry­

thing back." 

MosS1l1:111 thi nks Ha waiians should be 

reali sri c about their ex pt:ctat ions. " For a ll 

the com pl:iint s people ha ve lIlar a re hin ­

de ring pass:lgt: of the bill, the result is they 

c m pe rfect themselvcs a lit of :lnything. 

:Ind we get 11 00 h ing." 
Bu t Noa urgcs h is fiJ llowe rs not to se llie 

fo r w hat he sees as scraps. 
''I'm hoping H awaiians wi ll make the 

effort to understand th(.: :\kaka Bill and how 

it will damagt: our peopk," he says . "oon'[ 
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• 1895 
Robert Wilcox leads a failed 

attempt to restore the queen. 
He and most of the royalists 

are captured. 

• 
When a weapons cache 

is unearthed in her garden, 
Uli'uokalani is placed under 

house arrest. 

• 1896 
The deposed queen travels 

to Washington to ask for 
Cleveland's help. He welcomes 

her warmly, but says he 
can do nothing. 

• 1897 
President William McKinley 
sends the annexation treaty 

to the Senate. HaV'lSiians petition 
Congress with 29,000 

signatures OPPOSing annexation. 

• 189B 
The Spanish-American War 

awakens Congress to Hawai'i's 
strategic position in the Pacific. 

They vote for annexation. 

• 
On August 12, sovereignty is 

formally transferred to the United 
States, with Sanford Dole as 
governor of the Territory of 

Hawai 'i. The Hawaiian anthem, 
with lyrics by Kalakaua, is played 
as the Hawaiian flag is lowered 
and replaced by the U.S. flag 

and anthem. 

• 1917 
Uli'uokalani dies. 

• 1993 
On the centennial o f the 

overthrow, Congress passes, 
and President Clinton signs, a 
joint resolution apologizing to 

Native Hawaiians for the 
government's role in deposing 

the Hawaiian monarchy. 

Information for this l imeline came from Pat 
Pitzer's excellent article "The Overthrow of the 

Monarchy," Spirit of Aloha. May 1994 . 

be so quick to comprom ise your inher it a nce 

fo r some.: meager feele ral programs." 

r "Every Bad Category" ] 

\-Vhile some focus on lhe principles a nd 

hi story beh ind the Abb Bi ll , o thers look 

:1I th(.: real ity of li fe affecting Na ti ve 

H ;l\va ii :l l1 s toda}'. And going by !lumbe rs 

alone. ir 's a concerning pictu re. 

N at ive H awaiians Ic:ld othe r ethn ic 

groups in I-b w:li'i fo r :1 numbe r of tro u ~ 

bling indi c~Hors, 

Sta tewide, 59 pe rcent of H awa iians arc 

overweight o r obese, m ore tha n 10 pe r­

centage-points highe r than the nex t hig h­

es t ethnic g roup. H :l\va iians make up 32 

pe rce nt of the people on welfa re in 
I-I:1\\'ai ·i. and 38 pe rcent of the state's 

prison innu tes, more tha n any o the r 

g roup in both ca tegori es . I-b w:li ians :lfe 

even more likely to be sm oke rs tha n O[her 

g roups. according LO O HA's Native 
I-/awaiian D(lfa Book 2006. 

"Hawaiians lead in eve ry bad ca tegory 

of sta ti st ics," t'vlossman sa ys. 

For Rev. Tas h:l K:lm:l of \,Vaiiuku's 

C hri st ian Ministry C hurch, n col1111lunity 

organi ze r active in Ha wai ian soc ia l issues . 

those numbers arc a sign of na ti ve people 

"alienated from [their [ own land. " 

Li ving unde r a go\'er nment based 

on \Veste rn structu res a nd va lues has been 

a ce ntury - long c u l tur e s h oc k fo r 

H awai ia ns. Kama sa ys. 

A l one level, es tabli shing their own 

government woul d allow Ha waiians to 

ide nti fy the issues c h:d lcnging the ir 

community, :lnd addrt:ss the m in their 

own wa y, she says. 

At a no the r, it could m ca n H awai ians 

will fi na ll y ge t the resou rces they need to 

take care of their own. 

" ' n se ll ing up this e nt ity, we.:·11 be at a 

place w he re we G ill actually negot iate 

with the fede ra l governme nt to ge t just 

compensation fo r the illcgal USeS of our 

ceded lands," Kama says, referri ng to the 

1.2 m illio n acres fo rme rl y owned by the 
H aw:l iian c rown, that we re taken ove r by 

the U.s. w he n the isbncis were :H1Ilexed. 

"Hopefull y, that g i\'es us pari ty to ge t 

m o re m oney to take.: care of our p(.:o ple in 
term s of hea lth, eci uc:llion :Inc! \\,cll:,re . To 
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me, that's a better w:ty o f helping ou r 

people. because they should be the ones 
to detcrmine how to usc th:1t money on 
their behalf." 

[ Next Steps ] 

The Sl'atc government cur rently rurns 
over 20 percent of revenues on ceded lands 

to the O ffi ce of H :l\vaii:lI1 Aff:tirs, and 
O H A would "phase out" if a H aw:1ii;1I1 

governmenl is formed . Van Dyke S:1)'S. 
That future government wou ld thcn 

have to reach its own ag reement with the 
state over ceded la nds and their revenucs. 

\Vith the ruling of the U.S. SuprelTle 

Court in March th:tt the state has fu JI 
ow ne rsh ip o f ceded lands, " the state 

would ha ve to be centrall y in volved in any 
negotiations fo r return of bnds;' V;'tll 

Dyke says. 
Bm even if the Akaka Bill is passed 

soon, il could be years more before a new 
govcrnm (,! 111 bccomcs real ity, says JVloss­

man. O rg:lI1i ze rs would first have to 

establish a voting base, which would then 

clect representati ves to a convention to 
write the constitution f'or a N at ive H awa i­

ian government. O nce rhat rook place, 
H awaiians would hc;'td back to the voting 

booth to choose their leaders. 
\Vhilc l\,lossman thi nks it's unlikely all 

1.2 millio n :lCres of ceded lands would be 

returned to Nati ve H awaiians, he expects 

:It least a portion would be turned over. 
That cou ld Ille:ln no n- H a wa ii ans 

wou ld lose S0111e access ro lands now 
shared by :111 residenrs of l-b w<1i ' i- for 

examp le, areas se t :lsicl e fo r far m ing 
would be :lva ilable only 10 H awai ians, and 

natural resources would be kept by 
H awaiians, Mossman says . 

Butto the ex tent that it allows the state's 

orig inal people-and by many measures, 
its mos t challenged ones-to help them­
sel ves. the Akaka Bi ll will improve life fo r 
everybod y in H awai' i, its writer says. 

"As it helps N ::lti ve Haw;'t ii :ms, it wi ll 

help the rest of the colllmu nity," says 
Aka ka. "Governance W :IS cllr ofr from 
Hawaiians, and pUlling it back wi ll raise 
the level of H awaiians. ~lIld as th:tt h:tp ~ 

pens il will rni se rhe level of Hawai 'i and , 
I think. this nation." fi 

IN ONE YEAR 
Maui No Ka 'Oi delivers: 

Hawaiian Culture 
I j l .... I ! 

B . ~A • ,.', 

re der Aipono Awards 

Island living 
1 3' j gar n 

Yor!.Jj·11 qrE 

Biannual Golf Reviews 

No Ka 'Oi Wedding 
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